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Objective
of the World Leaders’
Conservation Forum 2018

Building on the success of the WLCF2015, the World Leaders’ Conservation
Forum 2018 will provide a platform for leaders from all sectors of society, including
Governments, business, civil society and academia, to discuss and seek creative
nature-based solutions to global environmental, economic and social challenges. The
World Leaders’ Conservation Forum is expected to inspire people around the world to
take concrete action in favour of nature. Innovative IT features and active facilitation
will be used to maximise engagement and exchange among participants.

WLCF2018
Theme & sub-themes
The World Leaders’ Conservation Forum 2018 takes place at an important moment for conservation, with
only two years left to meet the 20 Aichi targets defined by the Convention on Biological Diversity and the
Sustainable Development Goals well underway. It is a highlight of IUCN’s 70th anniversary celebrations,
setting the stage for both looking back at the achievements of the past and, more importantly, defining the
future we want, and the type of actions that will allow for this future to become a reality.
The discussions held during the inception meeting identified the main ideas around which the WLCF2018
will revolve. These documents turn these ideas into more concrete messages that will then form the theme
and sub-themes of the WLCF2018.

Overall theme:
TOGETHER FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
Since the conservation movement first took shape in the 1800s, a litany of contemporary arguments for
conserving the natural world has been provided, from economic (protecting forests for wood) to spiritual
(preserving places that stir the soul) to scientific (safeguarding biological systems). International targets
have been set, countries around the world have committed to them, pledges have been made, progress
has been measured, successes have been widely advertised. Since its creation, 70 years ago, IUCN has
been both a witness and a promoter of the advances the world has made in terms of sustainability,
pioneering many of the current conservation tools and methods (not to mention most of the international
agreements currently in place) and providing cutting-edge knowledge for a bold step to be taken to
conserve our natural heritage. Yet, sustainability still sounds as a fragile concept the world is afraid to
embrace. Great progress has been made, more and more organisations, from international to local levels,
are actively working towards a more sustainable future, but the weakest link in the array of our societies’
choices, the one we are more inclined to give up on in case of trouble, is always sustainability. How can an
enhanced, coordinated approach to sustainability be achieved, so that we make it part of our DNA? What
kind of future do we want to shape, together, for the next generations? What do we want History to
remember us for?

The WLCF2018 will provide a space for experts and leaders from all sectors of society, including
Governments, business, civil society and academia, to discuss and seek creative solutions for shaping a
sustainable future together. During two days of technical sessions and high-level debates, the WLCF2018
will explore the idea of working together, in a coordinated way, for a sustainable planet through three main
angles: sustainable use, conservation beyond borders, and empowering the next generations, with the
objective to inspire and incite people around the world to take concrete actions to define the blueprint of
our common sustainable future. The WLCF2018 will provide a venue to both acknowledge progress made
over the last 70 years (and beyond) and to pave the road for a sustainable future.

Sub-theme 1:
SUSTAINABILITY:
TURNING WORDS INTO ACTIONS THROUGH COOPERATION
Rising demands for food, water, energy and other natural resources are straining the ability of natural
ecosystems to produce what people need. Climate change has become a reality more and more
communities have to live with, and soon, the first waves of climate refugees will be obliged to flee their
homes, lands or countries because of rising sea levels.
Before even talking about a sustainable future, it seems evident that we need to achieve a more sustainable
present, as the health of our natural environment is vitally important for our economies and our wellbeing.
This sub-theme will explore the latest concepts and incentives available to ensure the exploitation of natural
resources does not overcome the capacity of ecosystems to provide them. The role of conservation finance
will be analysed, as well as other economy-related conservation concepts like the natural capital approach.
At the same time, this sub-theme will also discuss how the rights of local and indigenous communities can
be preserved, through tools like the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing, for example.

Related technical sessions:
• Funding conservation: A Coalition for Private Investment in Conservation (CPIC)
was formed on the occasion of the IUCN World Conservation Congress 2016,
involving major players of the finance and the conservation worlds. What has this
Coalition achieved, two years after the Congress, and what remains to be done?
This session will provide an opportunity to take stock of the first two years of
existence of the CPIC, renew commitments and define an action plan for the
coming years.
• Access and Benefit Sharing: how to implement the Nagoya Protocol? This
session will be a hands-on training on the CBD’s Nagoya Protocol on Access and
Benefit Sharing, through which participants will gain a better understanding of the
concept of “Access and Benefit Sharing” under the CBD, as well of the main
challenges of its implementation. The session will also provide an overview of the
relationship between the Nagoya Protocol and other international instruments and
processes.

Sub-theme 2:
BEYOND BORDERS
Many of the issues to be dealt with to ensure a sustainable future go beyond national boundaries. The
conservation of large ecosystems, the effective protection of large mammals or of migrating birds, or the
reduction of greenhouse gases concentrations in the atmosphere will only have a symbolic impact if they
are limited to national jurisdictions. Other matters, like the protection of high seas, are, de facto, beyond
national jurisdictions. To be fully effective, a wide array of conservation efforts need international
cooperation. In turn, conservation can provide a neutral space for peace. Transboundary protected areas
are only one example of this, and with conflicts over natural resources becoming potentially more frequent,
conservation can increasingly play a role in peace-building and peace-keeping.
This sub-theme will explore the interlinkages between conservation and peace, through and beyond
borders. It will analyse the role of conservation to prevent conflicts, the need for international cooperation to
tackle specific issues like wildlife trafficking, water management or climate change, and will show concrete
example of how transboundary cooperation through peace parks, for example, have allowed countries to
work together for a sustainable future.

Related technical sessions:
• Conservation beyond borders: Biodiversity and nature conservation should be
considered on a global scale rather than within geopolitical boundaries. The
conservation of large ecosystems or the fight against wildlife trafficking are two of
the issues this session will explore, showing how a more holistic approach is
essential to successful conservation and defining basic principles for such an
approach. Peace Parks (and other transboundary protected areas) will provide
one of the powerful peace-keeping and peace-building instrument, among many
others, that will be explored and analysed during this session with the objective
to inspire and promote action in this regard.
• Harmonising the Management of Multi-Internationally Designated Areas:
Today there are 238 natural World Heritage sites, 2,241 Ramsar sites, 669
Biosphere Reserves and 120 UNESCO Global Geoparks. Some of these overlap,
which creates both benefits and challenges due to the various standards
required by each designation. A more integrated and effective management of
areas with multiple designations is needed and this session will provide both an
overview of the work done so far in this regard, and a space to discuss the
challenges ahead.

Sub-theme 3:
EMPOWERING THE NEXT GENERATIONS
Finally, talking about the future would not make much sense if the generations who will have to live in and
develop this future further are not involved. The WLCF2018 represents a unique opportunity to involve,
support, empower and engage with next generations as the international community is expressing an evergrowing interest on youth, recognising them as important stakeholders and actors in the creation of a better
future for our planet and making their engagement a priority to address current and future challenges.
Taking stock of the past is only useful if we can build on the lessons learnt to define an agenda for the years
to come.

A special session (high-level dialogue) will close the WLCF by showcasing inspiring stories of outstanding
individuals from different generations, geographical regions and sectors who are making a difference for
biological and cultural diversity, people and sustainable development and who are acting as powerful
drivers to facilitate connection and appreciation of nature and to empower the next generations of
conservation leaders. The session will explore the importance of empowerment and meaningful
engagement of emerging conservation and community leaders, and will discuss how we can work together
in an intergenerational partnership to overcome environmental challenges, accelerate change and
maximise conservation impact. The session will culminate in a hand-over ceremony between former
Directors General of IUCN and young professionals, symbolising the continuity of the conservation
movement through generations, on the occasion of IUCN’s 70th anniversary.

Related technical sessions:
• Youth Forum: Through a special scholarship funded by the Jeju Self-Governing
Province and international partners, a group of students from around the world
will be invited to take part in the 2018 World Leaders’ Conservation Forum. The
Youth Forum will provide a space for these students to discuss the theme and
sub-themes of the WLCF2018 and optimise their active participation in the event.

