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Access and Benefit Sharing: How to implement the Nagoya Protocol?

Description & sequence

This session will be run as an interactive training session where participants are expected to gain broad understanding 

about the concept of access to genetic resources and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits derived from their use, in 

short, access and benefit sharing (ABS) as well as become acquainted with the international agreement that regulates them, 

namely, the Nagoya Protocol. 

Members of the team in charge of the Technical Session briefly introduce themselves. 

The facilitator will carry out a participants’ mapping (who’s in the room?). This will facilitate the constitution of working 

groups afterwards during the Role Play exercise.  

The whole session will be divided in different sub-sections as follows: 

1. Introductory Video 

The session is planned to start with a short video (5 mins) to set the scene and explain the basics of ABS and the Nagoya 

Protocol.  

2. Overarching Presentation

After the video, an overarching presentation by the Lead Expert/ Sonia Peña Moreno will be made. (45 minutes)

The proposed draft outline of the presentation is the following:   

- What are we talking about? Key definitions and concepts 

- Broad context: why are genetic resources important? 

- Overview of actors and uses of genetic resources and traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources

- Economic importance of genetic resources

- Policy context: The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and its third objective; what changed with 

   the adoption of the CBD?

- What is actually ABS? 

- Providers and Users of genetic resources

- ABS complexities and controversies 

- Brief history of negotiations towards the adoption of the Nagoya Protocol on ABS
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- The Nagoya Protocol simply explained 

- Brief introduction to the IUCN Explanatory Guide to the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing

- Entry into force and current context 

- Examples: What’s going on in different parts of the world? 

3. What is the situation in the Republic of Korea?    

After this overarching presentation, Professor Sunyoung Oh, Soongsil University, sunoh@ssu.ac.kr, will be invited to 

present on the national ABS context.  His presentation will touch on status of implementation of the Nagoya Protocol and 

the current context in the Republic of Korea. (10 minutes)

Then Director General Gye-yeong Hwang, National Institute of Biological Resources, ghwang@korea.kr, will introduce 

Korea’s Integrated Reporting System launched in August 2018. (10 minutes)

At all times participants can interject and ask questions of clarification. Comments and sharing of experiences will be 

sought after the introductory presentation is finished. 

Before the Role Play exercise is introduced, a short Coffee Break/Tea Break will take place. (15 minutes)  

4. Role Play Exercise  

A simple “Role Play” exercise will then be introduced. Participants will be divided in groups (facilitator).

Participants will receive the Role Play fictitious scenario and instructions. 

They will be asked to (re)read this material individually on-site. (20 minutes)  

The session’s Team (Lead Expert, Co-Lead/Spokesperson, Facilitator, Host Country support) will make sure to be available 

to help participants understand the exercise and respond to questions of clarification.

Participants will be asked to assume a role. They will be provided with guiding questions to arrive to a common negotiating 

position for their assigned role/actor. Each group will have to select a “spokesperson” who will be in charge of playing 

the role of the main negotiator for his/her group and represent their assigned actor’s role in the simulation exercise. (30 

minutes)

The aim of the exercise is to recreate an ABS contract negotiation and agreement (or non-agreement). 

In “plenary” setting, participants will have a facilitated simulation of a contract negotiation. The “spokesperson” for 

each stakeholder group will be invited to come to the front. Groups will have received a simple template to facilitate the 

compilation of their negating position and views. The spokesperson for each group can rely on this template as guidance 

for the simulation.  (30 minutes)

The Role Play exercise is designed in a way that all participants, no matter their level of competence with the subject 

matter, can take part in one way or another.

After the Role Play exercise is finished, the session’s Team will provide some final reflections and key highlights linking the 

main lessons learned through the session to the current situation of implementation of the Nagoya Protocol. (15 minutes)

The whole session is expected to take 3 hours.
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Objectives of the session

- Get participants acquainted with the basics around the concept of access and benefit sharing (ABS) and the 

   negotiation of an ABS contract by using a Role Play exercise; 

- Introduce the Nagoya Protocol on ABS; 

- Present some case studies of situations around the world in implementing the Nagoya Protocol; and

- Provide links to the situation in the Republic of Korea and the way forward.  

Preparation & Reference materials 

Participants are expected to read the main background document prepared for this session beforehand. The Role Play 

fictitious scenario will be made available in advance too and participants are encouraged to read it. 

Apart from that, the following are useful reference materials to bear in mind and consult as appropriate. 

- An  Explanatory Guide to the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-Sharing. (IUCN, 2012)

- Text of the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-Sharing.

- Website of the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

- ABS Clearing-House. 

Contact & Focal points 

National representative/speaker: Professor Sunyoung Oh, Soongsil University, Korea ABS Forum, sunoh@ssu.ac.kr

Korean Focal Point:  Byounghee Lee, Genetic Resource Information Center, National Institute of Biological Resources, 

dpt510@korea.kr

Lead Expert: Ms. Sonia Peña Moreno, Coordinator, Global Biodiversity Policy and Governance, IUCN, 

sonia.penamoreno@iucn.org 

Co-Lead/Spokesperson: Ms. Kristen Walker, Chair, IUCN Commission on Environmental, Economic and 

Social Policy (CEESP), kristen.iucn.spiceh@gmail.com
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